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Abstract

In the current debates about the potential benefits and risks brought to us by nanotechnologies, the role of standards too often gets overlooks and neglected. Yet, without standards, enabling technologies like nanotechnologies could never be established as reliable innovators. 

The collective term ‘nanotechnologies’ comprises a multitude of process innovations, novel materials, ground-breaking achievements in analysis and measurement techniques, as well as specific novel (additional) functionalities in well-known products. Based on the spread of predicted impacts of nanotechnologies, this emerging technology discipline is already referred to as a ‘general purpose technology’, which revolutionizes existing technologies like the electricity did before; it will enable significant advancements in existing industrial markets, and is expected to enable the establishment of markets, but it will never be restricted to a single ‘nanotechnology market’. 

The wide-spread application of nanotechnologies in nearly all known industrial sectors puts particular emphasis on the requirement of well-established standards to support the commercialization of this enabling technology discipline.
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