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Introduction to the 

Physikalisch-Technische  

Bundesanstalt

é the National Metrology Institute of Germany
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Hermann von Helmholtz

éfounded by joint initiative of 

a physicist & an industrialist:

Helmholtz and Siemens

Metrology for the sake 

of economy & society

PTB Braunschweig

PTB Berlin-

Charlottenburg
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PTB Braunschweig

PTB Berlin-

Charlottenburg

Å is one of the worldwide leading 

National Metrology Institutes (NMIs)

Å belongs to the 

Federal Ministry of Economics (BMWi)

Å main site in Braunschweig:

area of about 1 km² with 8 divisions 

Å Smaller site in Berlin: 2 divisions

Å Annual budget of about 140 Mú

Å About 1300 (1700) employees in 10 divisions

Å Main tasks:

- fundamental research on metrology

- measurement technology R&D with industry

- measurement & calibration services

Å German Calibration Service (DKD):

Accreditation body at PTB

é ensures traceability to PTB

é multiplicator for industrial calibration

and quality assurance

é rapidly growing number of calibrations
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Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt
The German National Metrology Institute - Braunschweig and Berlin


